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SERIES NOTE

Each bibliography in the Current Bibliographies in Medicine (CBM) series covers a distinct subject area of

biomedicine and is intended to fulfill a current awareness function. Citations are usually derived from

searching a variety of online databases. NLM databases utilized include MEDLINE \ AVLINE *,

BIOETHICSLINE ', CANCERLIT ", CATLINE ', HEALTHSTAR ", POPLINE " and TOXLINE . The

only criterion for the inclusion of a particular published work is its relevance to the topic being presented;

the format, ownership, or location of the material is not considered.

Publications in the Current Bibliographies in Medicine (CBM) series are available at no cost to anyone with

Internet access through the Library's World Wide Web site at http://www.nlm.nih.gov/pubs/resources.html.

Comments and suggestions on this series may be addressed to:

Karen Patrias, Editor

Current Bibliographies in Medicine

Reference Section

National Library of Medicine

Bethesda, MD 20894

Phone: 301-496-6097

Fax: 301-402-1384

Internet: ref@nlm.nih.gov

PUBMED™ and INTERNET GRATEFUL MED

To make online searching easier and more efficient, the Library offers two user-friendly interfaces to its

databases. Both PubMed and Internet Grateful Med are available from the World Wide Web. The user with

Internet access need only point a compatible Web browser (Netscape Navigator is strongly recommended)

to the NLM Web site http://www.nlm.nih.gov. No other software at the user end is required. Searching

through PubMed and Internet Grateful Med is free-of-charge. Further information on both PubMed and

Internet Grateful Med may be found at the NLM Web site given above.

For those users without access to the World Wide Web, please contact the Library's Customer Service Desk

at 1-888-FINDNLM (301-584-5983 international) or e-mail custserv@nlm.nih.gov for information on

alternative ways to search.

Use offunds for printing this periodical has been approved by the Director

of the Office ofManagement and Budget through September 30, 1999.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

page

Introduction v

Sample Citations vi

I. Special Studies and Reports

A. United States 1

B. International Studies/Countries of Ancestral Origin 5

II. Racial, Ethnic, and Cultural Differences in Breast Cancer Incidence

A. General/Overview 10

B. African Americans 11

C. American Indians/Alaska Natives 12

D. Asians 13

E. Hispanics 14

F. Native Hawaiians/Other Pacific Islanders 15

G. Other Special Populations

1. Aged 16

2. Ashkenazi Jews 16

3. Males 17

4. Socioeconomically Disadvantaged 18

5. Other 18

III. Racial, Ethnic, and Cultural Differences in Breast Cancer Risk Factors

A. General/Overview 19

B. Biological Factors

1. Aging 20

2. Benign Breast Disease 21

3. Body Characteristics 22

4. Diet/Nutrition 23

5. Genetics 26

6. Hormonal Influences 31

7. Reproduction 33

8. Physical Activity 34

9. Other 34

C. Environmental Exposure 35

D. Behavioral/Sociological/Psychological Factors

1. Attitude to Health, Cultural Influences, Education 36

2. Rural Location 38

3. Socioeconomic Status 39

4. Substance Abuse (smoking, alcohol, drugs) 39

5. Other 40

in



IV. Breast Cancer Screening and Early Detection

A. General/Overview

B. Access to Health Care

C. Cultural Influences and Attitudes About Prevention

D. Racial, Ethnic, and Cultural Groups

1 . African Americans

2. American Indians/Alaska Natives

3. Asians

4. Hispanics

5. Native Hawaiians/Other Pacific Islanders

6. Other Special Populations

a. Aged

b. Ashkenazi Jews

c. Rural Populations

d. Socioeconomically Disadvantaged

e. Other

page

41

45

46

48

52

53

55

58

58

60

60

62

65

Mortality/Survival Issues

A. Racial, Ethnic, and Cultural Differences in Mortality and Survival

1

.

General/Overview 65

2. African Americans 67

3. American Indians/Alaska Natives 69

4. Asians 69

5. Hispanics 70

6. Native Hawaiians/Other Pacific Islanders 71

7. Other Special Populations

a. Age Groups 71

b. Rural Populations 72

c. Socioeconomically Disadvantaged 72

B. Biological Factors in Survival/Mortality Rates

1

.

Tumor Biology 73

2. Tumor Stage 74

3. Other 76

C. Treatment 76

IV



INTRODUCTION

There are consistent, well-documented differences in breast cancer incidence and mortality among

racial/ethnic groups in the United States that may have significant implications for the prevention and

treatment of breast cancer. For example, white women have the highest overall incidence of breast cancer,

followed by Native Hawaiian, African American, Asian, Hispanic, and American Indian women. However,

among women under age 45, African American women have a higher incidence of breast cancer than white

women. Mortality and survival rates also vary widely among racial/ethnic groups. For example, the

mortality rate is higher for African American women followed by white and Native American women.

Lower mortality rates are observed among Asians and Alaskan Natives. African American women also have

a significantly lower 5-year survival rate than white women. The study of multicultural aspects of breast

cancer etiology is important in identifying factors that may contribute to the variation in breast cancer

morbidity in certain racial/ethnic populations, thus making such information available for prevention efforts,

and in identifying steps that could be taken to improve survival rates for patients in groups with high

mortality rates.

This bibliography is one of three documents prepared in support of the Workshop on Multicultural Aspects

of Breast Cancer Etiology, convened by the National Action Plan on Breast Cancer's Etiology Working

Group on March 17 through 19, 1999 in Washington, D.C. The workshop brought together individuals from

varied disciplines, including members of the breast cancer research and minority health advocacy

communities, to examine the current state of knowledge concerning multicultural aspects of breast cancer

etiology, to explore limitations of and gaps in current research activities, and to identify and prioritize future

research directions.

References in this bibliography provide background for the key topics of the workshop and other areas of

interest. In addition to exploring the workshop's presentation topics, the bibliography contains related

subjects in special populations: the screening and early detection of breast cancer and the mortality and

survival issues of multicultural populations. Publications of general interest on selected topic areas, studies

on breast cancer from countries of ancestral origin of multicultural populations, and selected international

studies are also included.

The bibliography covers journal articles, books, book chapters, conference proceedings, meeting abstracts,

technical reports, and dissertations, ranging primarily from January 1993 through December 1998. Seminal

and other selected works in English within the previous ten years were also included. Citations are primarily

listed under the one most appropriate category. For example, an article on screening for breast cancer which

emphasizes older Hispanic women would be listed under "Aged." Some publications, however, have been

indexed to more than one category because of their comprehensive nature. References within each subject

category are presented alphabetically by author.

Any reproductions of this bibliography, in whole or in pan, must include all credits. If you wish to cite this

bibliography, the correct format is:

Baxter, Anne Maria; Patrias, Karen; Browne, Doris; Glover, Claudia; Hunter, Carrie P.;

Kaur, Judith Salmon; Oglivie, Claudia; Romilly-Harper, A. Pat, compilers. Multicultural

aspects of breast cancer etiology [bibliography]. Bethesda (MD): National Library of

Medicine; 1999 Mar. 77 p. (Current bibliographies in medicine; no. 99-1). 1430 citations

from January 1993 through December 1998, plus selected earlier citations.



SAMPLE CITATIONS

Citations in this bibliographic series are formatted according to the rules established for Index Medicus**.

Sample journal and monograph citations appear below. For journal articles written in a foreign language,

the English translation of the title is placed in brackets; for monographs, the title is given in the original

language. In both cases the language of publication is shown by a three letter abbreviation appearing at the

end of the citation.

Journal Article:

Authors Article Title

Kelsey JL, Gammon MD. The epidemiology of breast cancer.

CA Cancer J Clin 1991 May-Jun;4 1(3): 146-65.

Abbreviated Journal Date Volume Issue Pages

Title

Monograph:

Author/Editor Title

Lambert-Colomeda LA. Through the Northern looking glass: breast cancer stories told by

Northern native women. New York: NLN Press; 1996. 181 p.

Place of Publisher Date Total No.

Publication of Pages

*For details of the formats used for references, see the following publication:

Patrias, Karen. National Library of Medicine recommended formats for bibliographic citation.

Bethesda (MD): The Library; 1991 Apr. Available from: NTIS, Springfield, VA; PB91-182030.

VI
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